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QUICK TAKE: ALUMINIUM ON A ROLL
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months on Thursday on the London Metal
Exchange. Analysts say the uptrend is likely to
continue in the medium term on strong
buying, amid growing demand and falling
inventory levels
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IPOs hit a results roadblock

Temporary pause in new issuances as companies rush to update their quarterly numbers

SAMIE MODAK
Mumbai, 30 August

he initial public offering

(IPO) market has come to

temporary a standstill
despite improvement in market
liquidity and buoyancy in equi-
ties. Investment banking
sources said a rule pertaining to
disclosure of quarterly numbers
has put several IPOs on hold.
According to the regulatory
framework, a company cannot
launch an IPO if the quarterly
results disclosed in the offer
document are more than two
quarters old.

Sources said most companies
that are sitting on regulatory
approvals had filed their offer
document with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) based on their December
2017 numbers. Companies that
were unable to hit the market by
August 10, will have to wait for at
least six to eight weeks before
they can tap the market, said an
investment banker. The last
maiden offering to hit the domes-
tic market was by microfinance
firm CreditAccess Grameen
almost three weeks ago.

Industry players say the

P
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move has caught them on the
wrong foot, as the market con-
ditions are currently suited for
the primary markets.

“It is an awkward situation,
when the market is doing so
well, we are witnessing good
investor appetite but there are
no issuers ready to hit the mar-
kets,” said an investment
banker, asking not to be named.

In the past one month, the
BSES500 index, which tracks the
performance of top 500 listed
stocks, has rallied more than 5
per cent amid supportive insti-
tutional flows.

Mutual funds (MFs) have
pumped in nearly 340 billion
this month, while foreign insti-
tutional investments (FIIs), too,

have been marginally positive.
Bankers say the process of
updating audited quarterly
numbers takes at least four
weeks.

Lodha Developers, Rail
Vikas Nigam, GR Infraprojects
and Reliance General Insurance
are some of the large IPOs wait-
ing to hit the market. Besides,
there are two dozen more com-
panies that have been sitting on
Sebi approvals for IPOs. On a
cumulative basis, these compa-
nies can raise as much as 3370
billion, as the data provided by
Prime Database shows. To be
sure, not all these companies
will be able to come to the mar-
ket for reasons such as valua-
tions mismatch or substantial

changes to the offer structure.

Investment bankers say they
can see a bunch of IPOs after
the second week of September if
market conditions remain sta-
ble. Unlike last year, volatile
market conditions have posed a
challenge to bankers and issuers
in2018. A record 3671 billion was
raised by 36 companies through
IPOs in 2017. In comparison,
only %273 billion has been
mopped up by 20 IPOs this year.

“Last year, we witnessed a
secular bull market and
investors who were very hun-
gry for transactions; this year,
investors are far more sceptical,”
said Anuj Kapoor, head of
investment banking, UBS India,
in arecent interview.

In 2017, the benchmark
indices had seen almost a one-
way rally with participation of
broader markets. The markets
have been choppy this year,
with select stocks leading the
charge.

“What doesn’t help IPO mar-
kets is uncertainty or extreme
volatility. That’s the environ-
ment we have lived through this
year, making deal closures chal-
lenging. Therefore, the per-
formance has been a mixed

IPOs THIS FISCAL YEAR

Amt raised
(¥bn)| Issuers
Apr  Nil Nil

May 18.44 IndoStar

Jun  35.4 Varroc, Fine
Organic, Rites
Jul 39.25 HDFCAMC,TCNS

(lothing
Aug 11.31 C(reditAccess Gramin
Total 104.L T issues

LARGE IPOs IN
THE PIPELINE

Issue size (% bn)
RenewPower 60 NN
Lodha Developers 55 NN
Rail Vikas Nigam 30 I
GRInfraprojects 18 W
Reliance GIC 16 W

Source: Prime Database

bag,” Sunil Khaitan, India head,
global capital markets, Bank of
America Merrill Lynch, said
recently.

Industry players say compa-
nies sitting on approvals will
look to hit the markets before
the state elections in December,
which could be another source
of volatility.

RInfra’s power biz sale seen positive
butanalysts advise discretion

PUNEET WADHWA
New Delhi, 30 August

Completion of its Mumbai power busi-
ness sale to Adani Transmission, and
the plan to cut debt sharply from 3220
billion to %75 billion and become a
debt-free company by next year,
pushed the Reliance Infra (RInfra)
stock higher by over 7 per cent to ¥477-
levels on the BSE in intra-day trade
on Thursday. The stock closed 5.54 per
cent higher at ¥463.10.

The rub-off effect was visible on the
other Anil Ambani-controlled firms,
with Reliance Power and Reliance
Capital rallying over 7 per cent and 4
per cent, respectively, in intra-day
trade on Thursday, ending with 3-6 per
cent gains. However, Reliance
Communications closed little changed
and Adani Transmission slipped near-
ly 1.3 per cent to 3231-levels.

Though analysts see the develop-
ment as a positive for RInfra, they do
recommend ascertaining how prof-
itable the other business segments of
the remaining entity are before tak-
ing an investment call.

"The development is a positive for
sure. From a debt 0f¥220 billion earli-
er, RInfra now aims to become debt-
free by next year. That said, the rally in
stocks on Thursday was a knee-jerk
reaction to the development, and I
expect the euphoria to settle over the
next few sessions. Investors now need
to ascertain how profitable the other
businesses of RInfra are, and then
invest," said G Chokkalingam, founder
and managing director of Equinomics
Research.

According to reports, RInfra dis-

RELIANCE RELIANCE RELIANCE
INFRASTRUCTURE | POWER CAPITAL
BSE pricein ¥ BSE pricein¥ BSEpricein¥
485 38.60 480
463.10
470 36.60,3; 463.557 o
r450.60
455 36.20 > 460
440 135.00 450
~438.80 425 | 133.80 440
Aug29 2018 Aug30 Aug 29 2018 Aug 30 Aug 29 2018 Aug30

tributes electricity to over 25 million
consumers across Mumbai and Delhi,
directly or through subsidiaries. It also
generates 941 Mw of electricity from

its power stations located in
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Karnataka and Goa.

The other key business segment
for the company is infrastructure,
where it has a portfolio of 11 road proj-
ects totalling length of 970 km at proj-
ect outlay of about %115 billion.

“One needs to assess whether the
deal resolves all the balance-sheet
problems from a long-term perspec-
tive and does RInfra have enough asset
base to create value for a long-term
investor," says says Gaurang Shah,
head investment strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

Adding: "Given the overall debt on
the Anil Dhirubhai Ambani (ADAG)
companies, investors need to be cau-
tious. The ADAG group companies, of
late, have not created any value for the
shareholders. If anything, the wealth
has been eroded. There are better

plays in the infra space in case one
needs to take an exposure in the sec-
tor."

Except Adani Transmission, which
has gained around 5 per cent thus far
in calendar year 2018 (CY18), all pow-
er sector stocks have underperformed
the markets during this period, ACE
Equity data show. RInfra has slipped
nearly 14 per cent year-to-dae basis.
This is as compared to around 12 per
cent fall in the S&P BSE Power index
and around 14 per cent rise in the S&P
BSE Sensex during this period.

Going ahead, analysts expect the
power sector to see consolidation
where stressed assets/firms are bought
by larger, profitable players. In such a
scenario, the valuation at which a
stressed asset/firm is bought will
determine the road ahead for the
stocks. Nonetheless, NTPC and JSW
Energy are better placed to ride out
the storm, if any, said analysts, who
also believe that select road construc-
tion players could be looked at, given
the rising focus on the sector.

 Markets edge lower
~ onrupee woes,
derivatives expiry

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 30 August

Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
fell for the second consecutive session
on Thursday, as investors fretted over a
plunging rupee and rising crude oil
prices, while August futures and
options (F&O) expiry further added to
market volatility.

The Sensex slipped 33 points, or
0.08 per cent, to 38,690. The Nifty
declined 15 points, or 0.13 per cent, to
11,677.

Investors offloaded their long bets in
the F&O segment, instead of carrying
them forward to the next series for
September, adding to volatility.

The Indian rupee plunged to a new
life-time low of 70.85 against the dollar
(intra-day) on Thursday.

Further, global oil prices going past
$77 abarrel on a fall in US crude inven-
tories, and expected disruptions to sup-
ply from Iran and Venezuela, dented
investor sentiments on domestic bours-
es. However, investors will be keenly
awaiting the June-quarter GDP data to
be announced on Friday, which will be
one of the factors to decide the course
for the markets.

“Profit booking extended as a weak-
er rupee, rise in oil prices and F&O
expiry put pressure on domestic mar-
kets. The rupee hit a fresh low of 70.8

the dollar was gaining strength against

EM currencies. Weak global markets

also added pain to domestic market

sentiments. Q1 GDP is the key datatobe
watchful tomorrow, consensus expects
GDP to grow by 7.6 per cent which may
bring some respite to markets,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.

‘Market breadth has been really weak’

Itis time to be cautious as markets are ignoring risks on the horizon, says chief executive
officer of Avendus Capital Alternate Strategies, ANDREW HOLLAND. In an interview to
Samie Modak on the occasion of the launch of India's first ESG-based (environment,
social and governance) fund, Holland explains his investment strategy. Edited excerpts:

BenchmarKkindices areatanall-time :

high. Where do you think markets
areheaded?

For the near-term, we are cautious.
There are many moving parts that

canimpact sentiment negatively; the

market seems to ignoring some of
them. Thereisthe trade war
involving China. There are problems
happeningin Brazil, Turkey and
Argentina, which the markets seem
tobeignoring. Evenifonetakesa
more optimistic view that thereis no
trade war between the US and China
and the global outlook
remainsstrong, it would

mean the rate hikes will rise

more than anticipated. This

will again be a negative for
emerging markets (EMs). In
thatscenario, commodity prices will
rise, which again is bad for India.
Whichever you look at it, the markets
will take some kind of hit. India is
relatively better placed asitdoesn't
have some of the problems of its EM
peers. Butifthings turn negative
globally, you will see money move
outofIndiatoo.

Despite headwinds such as currency
weakness and trade war fears,
markets have seen a sharp upmove.
What could have triggered the latest
risk-on?

Currency markets have beenvolatile
butbond markets have been fairly
stable, globally. That has played in
favour of equity markets. Butthe
market breadth hasbeen weak. If you
compare stocks now with January
highs, the number of stocks below
their one-year highs, asa percentage
of total stocks, isalot. Only asmall
number of stocks have led indices
higher rather than abroad-based
rally. Most sectoral indices, too, are
way below their one-year highs,
whichwouldn'tbe the case if markets
werereallybooming.

Lot of ETF money is coming.
Isthere arisk of markets
seeing asharper fallif these
flows reverse?
ETFsinIndiaarestill quite small.
Globally, it may be abig problem and
will have a cascading effect
elsewhere. ETFs don't buy only five
stocks, they have tobuy anindex.
However, given the way markets
have gone up, the weightage of some
stocks hasincreased. So, we are
seeingconcentration in buyingsome
ofthese stocks. Therefore, ifthereisa
sell-off, the fall could be exacerbated.

In the past, you have aggressively
moved towards cash. Can you share
your investment approach?

ﬁ -

Itisnot about cash but how you

told investors is that before trying to
generate 15-20 per cent returns, our
fund will try protecting capital first.

Attimes when risks are high or there
are several moving parts, we go to
cash to protect capital. Currently, we
are about 60 per cent cash. In
January too, we were 60 per cent
cash. After the markets fellin
February and March, we put some
money touse and our cash levels
dropped to around 20 per cent.

What correction are you waiting for
todeploy cash?

Asmarkets fall, we can deploy cash.
Ourinvestment committee meets
regularly totake short-, medium-,

manage that fund. One thing we have

Itdoesn’t matter how the markets do.

and long-term views of the market.

Depending on whether it isbullish,
. bearish or neutral, we decide how

much deployment hasto be made.

MF inflows have been strong. Do you
think aggressive MF buying is
creating valuation imbalances?
Thaven’t done any analysis. You had
those imbalances working against
youwhen MFs were doing

¢ recalibration of different funds. Now,
. whenthey are comingback, they
: wanttobuy the best stocks, which

aren’t getting any cheaper.

How much return willbenchmarks
deliver in the next two years?
Earnings momentum is picking up.
We expect earnings growth (for Nifty
firms) tobe 15 per centin 2018-19, and
accelerate in 2019-20. Our view is that

the market returns will be in line with
i earnings growth.

What explains growth in alternative
investment funds (AIF) industry?
AIFs have given wealthy investorsa
new asset class to invest in. We only
had debtand equity. So, you either
takealotofriskor norisk. What the

i hedgefundindustryhasdoneisto
i takeyoualongthe curve.Ifyourrisk

appetite is lower than equity, you

© have somethinglike an Avendus

Enchanced Return Fund, which
targets high alpha and low beta. If
debtreturns are goingtobe 6 per
cent, this fund tries to deliverup to4
percentage points higher.

THE COMPASS

Asian Paints regaining its mojo

Rural demand revival, new capacities should drive volumes

SHREEPAD S AUTE

There is little doubt that con-
sumer firms are in a sweet
spot, with improving demand.
But with reviving rural
demand, some companies
will perform even better.
Asian Paints, for instance,
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environment, is one of those
expected to regain its charm.
While Asian Paints’ stock has
risen 19 per cent in the last two
years, Berger Paints is up 29
per cent, narrowing the valu-
ation gap with the paints’
leader. Berger Paints is cur-
rently trading at 44 times and
Asian Paints at 48 times the
FY20 estimated earnings.

There was a reason for this.
"Berger Paints' volumes rose
faster as compared to Asian
Paints in the past few years
when rural economy lagged.
This also helped Berger Paints
gain market share," says
Sachin Bobade, analyst at
Dolat Capital.

However, things are now
getting better even in the hin-
terland, led by normal mon-

Compiled by BS Research Bureau

soon, upward revision in min-
imum support price for Kharif
crops, and improvement in
rural infrastructure. Many
consumer firms have said
recently that rural volume
growth was faster than urban.

This should play in favour
of Asian Paints, as it is rela-
tively more rural-focused (40-
50 per cent of revenues), with
strong distribution network in
the hinterland.

The recent 10 per cent cut
in GST rate to 18 per cent
should help the organised
paints sector take away mar-
ket share from unorganised
players. Given unorganised
players' higher dominance in
rural areas, Asian Paints

stands to benefit.

New capacities at its
Mysuru and Vizag plants, to
be commissioned between
September and January,
should aid volumes.

“Both companies will grow
in tandem. But with progress
in rural economy, Asian Paints’
volume will grow faster. Thus,
itwill get premium over peers,”
Bobade added.

Not that Berger Paints will
falter. In fact, it will continue
to deliver robust performance,
but stock valuation could cap
upsides.

“Berger Paints is expected
to deliver industry-beating
volume growth, with overall
consumption improvement
and increasing distribution
network. However, a slight fall
in market share or less-than-
expected volume growth will
impact the stock, given cur-
rent valuations,” says Dhaval
Dama, analyst at Equirus.

Inflationary  pressure,
amid high inputs prices and
weak rupee, is a concern for
the paints industry. So, how
companies manage their prof-
itability will be a differentiat-
ing factor.

Improving outlook leads to
re-rating for Balkrishna Ind

Capacity expansion expected to improve profitability

RAM PRASAD SAHU

The stock of Balkrishna
Industries has gained over 37
per cent in the last two
months, on strong June quar-
ter results and expectations
of an uptick in global demand
for off-the-road tyres.
Brokerages have re-rated
the stock after the quarterly
results, given they expect
robust volume growth and
low-cost operations to reflect
both on revenue and earn-
ings trajectory over the next
two years. The firm's net
profit, for example, is expect-
ed to grow upwards of 30 per
cent annually from FY18-20.
The key trigger, recently,
has been the 36-per-cent
year-on-year growth in rev-
enues, led by 23 per cent
growth in volumes in the
June quarter. The perform-
ance of the company at the
operating profit level has
been even better, with
growth of 67 per cent. The
better operational perform-
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ance was on the back of a
favourable product mix and
lower input cost. Margins,
too, saw an impressive 500
basis points jump to 29.1 per
cent. A weaker Indian cur-
rency also aided the gains.

Some of the bullishness on
the stock is also on account of
the upward revision in vol-
ume growth guidance of
about 4 per cent, which
means a volume growth of 14
per cent for the current fiscal.
The company expects strong
growth in off-the-road and
agriculture tyres in Europe

and the US. Market rebound
in the mining segment,
which accounts for 13 per
cent of volumes, is also
expected to keep volume
growth strong. The company
expects to improve its mar-
ket share, currently at 4 per
cent, to 6-7 per cent over the
next four years.

The company's back-
ward integration will help
improve profitability. Given
the volume growth, it is

building a carbon black
manufacturing facility, with
capacity of 140,000 tonnes.
Analysts at Anand Rathi say
the backward integration
will improve the company's
profitability over the next 3-
4 years. Analysts also esti-
mate gains of about 1.5 per
cent annually at the operat-
ing profit level, once utilisa-
tion levels peak.

At the current level, the
stock is trading at 28 times
its FY19 earnings estimates.
Investors can look at the
stock on dips.
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PEARL GLOBAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED
CIN: L74899DL1989PLC036849

\\_:-__— Registered Office: A-3, Community Centre, Naraina Industrial Area,
ey Phase-Il, New Delhi-110028
Pearl Corporate Office: Plot No. 51, Sector-32, Gurugram-122001 (Haryana)

Tel: 0124-4651000, Fax: 0124-4651010;
E-mail: investor.pgil@pearlglobal.com; Website: www.pearlglobal.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of 29th Annual General Meeting, Book closure & Remote E-voting
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:
The 29th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Company will be held on Monday, 24th September, 2018
at 10.30 A.M. at Air Force Auditorium, Near R&R Hospital, Subroto Park, New Delhi-110010 to transact
the businesses specified in the notice being sent to the members along with Annual Report for the year
ended on 31st March, 2018. In addition to that full Annual Report is available on the Company’s website i.e.
www.pearlglobal.com. The above documents are open for inspection for the members at the registered
office of the Company during the business hours on any working day of the Company up to the date of

Annual General Meeting.

The Company has completed the dispatch of the notices of the AGM and Annual Reports, through permitted

modes on 30th August, 2018.

Pursuant to section 91 of the Companies Act, 2013 and Regulation 42 of the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the register of members and
share transfer books of the Company shall remain closed from Tuesday, 18th September, 2018 to Monday,
24th September, 2018 (both days inclusive) to determine the eligible shareholders who would be entitled for
payment of dividend for the Financial Year 2017-18, if declared at the Annual General Meeting to be held on

Monday, 24th September, 2018.

In compliance with the provision of Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 and Rule 20 of the Companies
(Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended from time to time, and Regulation 44 of Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the
Company is providing the facility to its members to cast their vote electronically, through the Remote E-voting
services provided by the Central Depository Services (India) Limited on all resolutions as specified in the

Notice of AGM.

Date and time of commencement and ending of E-voting:
Commencement: Friday, 21st September, 2018 (10.00 A.M.)

Ending

: Sunday, 23rd September, 2018 (5.00 P.M.)

CUT OFF DATE : Close business hours on Monday, 17th September, 2018 for the purpose of

voting.

The e-voting module shall be disabled for voting after 5.00 P.M. on Sunday, 23rd September, 2018, once the
vote on a resolution is cast by the member, he/she/it shall not be allowed to change it subsequently.

Members who have cast their votes by Remote E-voting prior to the meeting may also attend the AGM,
however those members are not entitled to cast their vote again. Members whose name is recorded in the
register of members or in the register of beneficial owners maintained by the depositories as on cut- off date
i.e. Monday, 17th September, 2018, only shall be entitled to avail the facility of Remote E-voting/voting in the

AGM as the case may be.

The facility for voting through ballot paper shall also be made available at the AGM and members attending
the AGM who have not cast their vote through Remote E-voting shall be able to exercise their right at the

AGM.

Investors who become members of the Company subsequent to dispatch of the notice and who hold the shares
as on cut-off date i.e. Monday, 17th Septembers, 2018, are requested to send a written/email Communication
to Mr. Sandeep Sabharwal, Company Secretary, email id sandeep.sabharwal@pearlglobal.com with their
particulars i.e. DP ID, client ID/Folio No. to obtain ID and password for Remote E-voting.

For any query/clarification/grievances connected with Remote E-voting members may contact to
Mr. Sandeep Sabharwal, Company Secretary, email id sandeep.sabharwal@pearlglobal.com and phone

no. 0124-4651000.

Place: Gurugram

Date: 30th August, 2018
.

For Pearl Global Industries Limited

Sandeep Sabharwal
(Company Secretary)
S/
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